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FINAL COMMUNIQUE 

— » 

in P^ris fl h d ^V*!*?!^ Council met in Ministerial Session 
in rens from 13th to 15th December, 1961. a thorough 

ThfioJld^Jr^ 6 ^^5; P roblems confronting the Alliance, 
rel -ZiZlt SJ Communist threat to freedom, the problem of 

Bloc in nlllr er ! th l N ? rth Atlantic Alliance and the Soviet 
Bloc, in particular Berlin, were Its central concern. 

o .♦.m T 5 e aim 0f the Peoples of the Atlantic Community is 

exis?eice° r thPii n i^ iC J n ° man ""* n ° nation need fear f °r their 
iJiU^iJli + lberty ° r their fu * ure - w orld peace cannot 
indefinitely rest on a precarious balance of mutual terror. 

. 5 * The Alliance seeks peace and disarmament. But this 
filial J 38 c ° nsiaten *ly been frustrated by the Soviet Bloc, 
and £2E?. ST™ haVe presented a 8eries of Plans for general 
to tit ll% J l ;««««»t. The Soviet Government has, however, 
so far refused to accept an effective and universally applicable 

have e L«f 1 ^ ternati ° n ! 1 C ° ntr01 ' With0ut which no nation'co^d 
vf^Jf? 5" nc f ^ a dlSarraa ™ent agreement. It envisages only 
thP fi^o in"* arm ? destroyed, while rejecting control of 
the arms that remain. It is still the earnest hone of the Alliance 

litl de3pit * Previous disappointments disarmament' negotiations 
when resumed will yield useful results. 

+>,» ct^ J*?, J he S ue * tlon <* the abolition of nuclear tests, 
vp!™ * e J ^ i aa ar « u f d » evade d and obstructed for over three 
if«fJ!' ^d through more than three hundred meetings. The Soviet 
■I™ i«2E pr ° fe88ln £ t0 negotiate in good faith, must for 
of LrfSSMS* ha Z 6 ***? 8ecreU y Preparing the longest series 
of nuclear tests yet carried out, culminating in the largest 
nuclear explosion yet known. * 

to in^.^ii^il 88me f ime ? s the Soviet Union has been attempting 
IJ. ™^ idat V he *Z°*} eB of the Free World with demonstrations of 
ihni- «i ea I ?? ren f t 4-I " ha * intensified its efforts to get the 
whole of Berlin at its mercy, to impose a discriminatory status 

2i2S7!! n Iii? perpe i^ e her divi *ed state, and to break up the 
J2?5Ji? Alliance. With these ultimate aims in mind, the USSR has 
a ™ fl ^ ally <? r ? V0ke4 a crisis over Berlin. Disregarding the 
obligations it has undertaken, the Soviet Union has cut Berlin in 
two. The walling-in of the people under its control has'once more 



_ o _ 



\ 



demonstrated to the world the real nature „: the Communist system 
™f th ! ^resistible attraction cf a free society. Ministers ex- 
pressed their sympathy with all those for whom the raising of tni- 
J 11 , 1 " Be l llT t haS meant the se P<^tion of families and ?he denial 
?icn n? P +H t0 freed ° m in the Wc3t - The y al3 ° expressed their Stair* 
It^i J courage and attachment to freedom of the people of 

Berlin, and reiterated their conviction that a just and oeacefu"' 

xo^nn ?J T V° h l™ ?J Germany ' including Berlin? 1st be , 
found on the basis of self-determination. 

u in1 j* In th « fPff 1 * of the a «reed policy of the Alliance, the 
Ministers recalled their communique on Berlin of 16th December, 

+w i^f 1 + reaff i r £ ed their determination to protect and defend 

l±Ll X S? le J ° f We f BerUn ' "* enSUre t0 it3 P e °P le the Edi- 
tions for a free and prosperous life. 



m iJ»™ Established rights and obligations, solemnly confirmed 
hv lit IJ at i° na i £ « reem ents, cannot be extinguished unilaterally 
5 1 !«! + ° f * a „ Pen - by * he 8 ignature by the Soviet Government 
SLf ? aC ! treat y with a regime which represents no one but its 
55?J+E / 3 \ ^ three Western Po «ers who bear special respon- 
sibilities for Berlin stand by their clear obligation to protect 
those who have put their trust in them. Acting in close Co- 
operation with their NATO allies, they have taken the necessary 
?SEE!?n to maintain their rights and to fulfil their obligations. 
Confirming their agreement on this policy, the members of .the 
Alliance reaffirmed the responsibilities which each member state 
has assumed in regard to the security and welfare of Berlin and' 
the maintenance of the position of the Three Powers in that city. 
They agreed to maintain close consultation on this question. 

»», , 8 * The Council heard statements on Berlin by the Poreiim 
?i^ er ? ?£ the countries most directly concerned, and was in- 
formed of t„e intention to resume diplomatic contacts with the 
Soviet Union, in accordance with the aims which the West is 
pursuing for the maintenance of world peace and in the hope that 
these contacts might serve to determine whether a basis for 
negotiation could be found. Their colleagues approved the 
resumption of diplomatic contacts and expressed the hope that a 
negotiated settlement could be achieved. After full discussion 
of the situation, the Council agreed that the Alliance must con- 
tinue on its resolute course, combining strength and firmness of 
purpose with a readiness to seek solutions by peaceful means. 

9. Ministers noted the improvements made by member 
countries in their force contributions, particularly in response 
to the aggravation of the military threat arising from the 
deterioration in the Berlin situation. Units have been reinforced 
and their state of readiness enhanced. A mobile task force has 
been established. There have been advances in co-operative 
programmes for defence research and production, as well as in 
communications and infrastructure. Ministers also noted the 
progress made by the Council in its study of the long-term problems 
of improving the deterrent and defensive strength of the Alliance. 
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They instructed the Permarent Council to continue it: 
of these urgent questions at an early date. 



examination 



10. The North Atlantic Treaty Alliance threatens no one. 
In the world as it is today the Alliance must more than ever 
look to its defence, in view of the ever-increasing military 
capability of the Communist bloc and its manifest intention to 
expand its domination. So long as the Communist bloc is unwilling 
to agree to real disarmament, the countries of the Alliance must 
continue to strengthen their forces and modernise equipment so as 
to be able to deal with any form of attack. Only by an increased 
defence capability can the Alliance continue to deter Communist 
aggression. This will require still further dedication and effort 
from the NATO nations: but the clear and growing threat they face 
leaves no alternative. 

11. In considering Civil Emergency Planning, particularly 
the protection of the civilian population, the Council recognised 
that such measures represented an essential element in the defence 
effort of NATO countries. 

12. In the economic field the Council noted that a mission 
of high-ranking personalities had been set up in conformity with 

a decision taken at the last Ministerial Meeting to study ways and 
means of assisting the efforts of Greece and Turkey to speed up 
their development programmes and improve the living standards of 
their peoples. The mission will report to the Council before the 
end of April, 1962. 

13 • Ministers emphasised the importance for member states, 
not only of raising the living standards of their peoples, while 
maintaining an economic structure capable of supporting an adequate 
defence system, but also of expanding aid to the developing 
countries. The economies of the NATO countries are far stronger 
now than when the Alliance was formed. Ministers stressed the 
need to strengthen and deepen co-operation between all member 
countries in order to continue this progress. 

14. The next Ministerial Meeting of the Council will be 
held at Athens from 3rd to 5th May, 1962. 
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fh« Faraiia MUUtors of Croat Britaia, th. Oaitod 8tataa, 
», aad tta 0«i Moral Bap*li. (Hr. Srturm Hon, nr. D.U.,, 
M. Cowa do Marrilla, aad Or. m Broataao) iiiMd a joiat im—Hnm 
•• *•• 14, 1958, la Parts - .tar. ttay ^ attoadlat tta ..aaioa 
«* tta MorU Atlaatl. CeMdl - fur taarlas a tataao* 07 Ha»r 
WUj bun, tta CaUf Bar,*.*., of Vo«t Borli** Tta . __ 
(D «mmd tta drtanUatloa of tta 0.8, , Brltlaa aad r*m*h 
!•>•>■ M.I. -to aalatala ttair paaitloa aad thalr rlfat. la Barlia, 
*NUI-« ttt ii*l ** fta.aooa.a-, (2) dMlmd ttat * % do art 
••■aidar aoaaatabl. tta aaUataral r^rfiatioa by tta Sort rt (!„«. 
■«* of it. obliflrtloa. to tb. Ooiaraamu of Itaao., tta Uaitod 
KUfdoa, an tta ffrttod 8tataa la ralatloa to tholr proaaaoo la 
BorlU aad tta froodoa of ace... to ttat oltj, or tta ataatltrtloa of 
tta Oanaa aattartti.. la tta Sortot aoa. for tta Sort. t 0o^«»«t 
a. thatr rt«ata ar. ooaooraod- , aad 0) rtatod ttat tta thro, 
ni.innl. aoald raplj to tta Sortot Bota. aftor ooaaaltlaf 
**ir allta. -dartaf tta fortta. lag ..aaioa of tta AtlaaUo Coaartl.- 
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